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Please report your experience and the relevant outcomes achieved
throughout your fellowship below. Please include in the report also the
scientific relationships that you have built thanks to the ESOT grant, as
well as any scientific studies and publications started or produced
during the study period.

| applied for the ESOT Transplant Fellowship for several reasons. Having finished my
training as a nephrologist in University Hospitals Leuven, my aim was to expand my horizon
in my pursuit to become a physician scientist. Specifically, | wanted to broaden my research
interests, expand my network, compare clinical practices between centers and experience
living abroad. Looking back on the past year, | can safely say that all of these goals were
met.

After a PhD in transplant immunology, studying the mechanisms of rejection, | wanted to
shift my research focus to a different topic. | had always been interested in autoimmune
kidney diseases and how these could be of relevance in the context of kidney
transplantation. For this purpose, | joined the team of professor Andreas Kronbichler, who
has extensive experience in the field. In the first part of the year, we performed a multicentric
cohort study of post-transplant outcomes kidney transplant recipients with underlying
antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA)-associated vasculitis and anti-glomerular
basement membrane disease. In this project, | obtained several valuable insights into
methods such as matching strategies and competing risk analysis through interaction with
the statistical team. The manuscript is finished and ready for submission. In the second part
of the year, we focused on the mechanisms of immune cell activation in ANCA-associated
vasculitis. For this purpose, we examined peripheral blood mononuclear cells from patients
with ANCA-associated vasculitis using single cell RNA sequencing. In these ongoing
analyses, we are specifically interested in the dynamics of T- and B-cell repertoires during
disease relapse and will investigate for parallels between autoimmune and alloimmune
activation through a comparison with antibody-mediated rejection.

Moving to a different place leads to new connections. | had a good understanding with my
supervisor, professor Kronbichler. From the start, it was clear that our collaboration would
not be limited to the year of the Fellowship only, but that we were building a long-lasting
partnership. As expected, many projects remain unfinished, and we will continue working
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and expanding on them. My supervisor has an impressive scientific network that he shared
keenly and involved me in several key meetings. From the cohort study performed in Leuven
and Innsbruck, it was clear that we would need more patients to answer several granular
questions, such as the association between pretransplant immunosuppression burden and
specific post-transplant outcomes. For this purpose, we are building an international registry
of kidney transplant recipients with underlying crescentic glomerulonephritis, together with
prof. Benoit Brilland (University of Angers, France). Recruitment is still ongoing, with
currently more than 20 participating centers. We also had valuable interactions with the
transplant surgery team in Innsbruck and collaborated with prof. Weissenbacher and prof.
Schneeberger.

As a clinician, | was able to compare clinical practices between Leuven and Innsbruck by
attending outpatient clinics, patient rounds and teaching meetings. In daily practice, there
are nuances in clinical care that are often not evidence-based but can vary importantly
between centers. For example, it was particularly interesting to see how early post-
transplant follow-up is organized and how immunosuppression is tapered in Innsbruck.

Finally, moving abroad with my wife and children was an unforgettable experience.
Together, we discovered and enjoyed the Austrian culture, gastronomy and nature. Our
children attended an international school and made friends from different backgrounds. In
addition, many colleagues at work became friends along the way.

Taken together, the ESOT Transplant Fellowship has allowed me to grow in several key
aspects. More than ever, | am committed to my goal of improving outcomes in patients who
receive a kidney transplantation. | am extremely grateful to the organization for providing
me with this opportunity.

Innsbruck, 07.10.2025 Signature: Prof. Dr. Andreas Kronbichler PhD

ESOT Headquarters

Westerdoksdijk 423, 1013 BX Amsterdam, The Netherlands - E: askme@esot.org - W: https://esot.org/ - T: +393482786092

European Society for Organ Transplantation (ESOT) ESOT is registered as a charity (Algemeen Nut Beogende Instelling: ANBI) in the Netherlands. VAT Registration number NL829509498B01 - Chamber of Commerce
Amsterdam Registration number 34329686 Steunstichting ESOT is the support foundation of the European Society for Organ Transplantation (ESOT) VAT Registration number NL822162313B01 - Chamber of Commerce
Amsterdam Registration number 34385303 - Legal Seat: Westerdoksdijk 423, 1013 BX Amsterdam, The Netherlands


Andreas Kronbichler
Signature: Prof. Dr. Andreas Kronbichler PhD 

Andreas Kronbichler
Innsbruck, 07.10.2025 


